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Letter from the Executive Director 

The holiday season of 2007 is now a distant memory.  I look 
forward to the upcoming months with great excitement and 
anticipation, as Lotus Outreach begins to accomplish its 2008 
goals.  Before moving ahead, I would like to take a moment to 
share one of my holiday memories with you. With the 
temperatures dipping too low for my Southern California 
blood, I huddled on my couch with two cuddly dogs to watch 
hours and hours of footage depicting life in Cambodia.  Glenn 

Fawcett, our Executive Director of Field Operations, shot over 13 hours of footage 
for the purpose of creating a promotional DVD. 
 

�d�Z�����Z�����Œ�š���Œ�����l�]�v�P���]�u���P���•���/���•���Á���•�š���Ç�������Á�]�š�Z���u���Y�����Œ���(�}�}�š���������Z�]�o���Œ���v���‰�]���l�]�v�P���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z������
garbage dump to fi�v���� �š�Œ�]�v�l���š�•�� �š�}�� �•���o�o�Y�•�Z�]�Œ�š�o���•�•�� �o�]�š�š�o���� �P�]�Œ�o�•�� �Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P�� ���•�� ���Œ�]���l��
�u�}�À���Œ�•�Y�Œ���u�•�Z�����l�o���� �Z�}�µ�•���•�� �Á�Z���Œ���� ���Z�]�o���Œ���v�� �•�o�����‰ on the floor.  Others were more 
�µ�‰�o�]�(�š�]�v�P�Y�����u���v���~�‰���Œ�Z���‰�•���š�Z�����(���š�Z���Œ�•���Z���o�‰�]�v�P�������Ç�}�µ�v�P���P�]�Œ�o���‰�µ�o�o���Z���Œ�����]���Ç���o�����š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z������
thick marsh so she could get to s���Z�}�}�o�Y�������o���•�•���}�(���Ç�}�µ�v�P���P�]�Œ�o�•���Œ�������]�À�]�v�P���š�Z���]�Œ���•���Z�}�}�o��
�u���š���Œ�]���o�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����(�]�Œ�•�š���š�]�u���Y�����P�Œ�}�µ�‰���}�(���Á�}�u���v���}�(���À���Œ�]�}�µ�•�����P���•���o�����Œ�v�]�v�P���Z�}�Á���š�}���µ�•����
�������}�v���}�u���~���v�����Z���À�]�v�P�������P�}�}�����o���µ�P�Z�������}�µ�š���]�š�•�Y���v���������P�Œ�}�µ�‰���}�(���Ç�}�µ�v�P���P�]�Œ�o�•���o�����Œ�v�]�v�P��
the marketable skill of t-shirt silk-screening. 
 

As an organization, our goal is to transform the young brick movers and dump 
scavengers into hopeful school children with promising futures.  We aim to keep 
young Cambodian women healthy and happily employed, and thus away from the 
dangerous commercial sex trade.  Only through the commitment of our dedicated 
donors, volunteers and staff are we able to make this vision a reality. 
 

We thank you for your ongoing support�v and for making our vision your own. 
 
 

Amy Phillips  
Executive Director  
 

Notes from India 
 
  
 

�^�����u�]�v�P�o�Ç���Z�>�]�š�š�o�����d�Z�]�v�P�•�[�����Œ�]�v�P�����]�P���'ains in Education by Glenn Fawcett 
We enter the Bawana slum through a tiny street with light industrial factories lining one side, and small shops 
selling tea, sugar cane juice and a host of other goods on the other.  Children are working in every shop�vpulling 
carts, chopping, carting water, or washing and hanging clothes.  Goats and cows wander about, vying with 
vehicles, carts, and hundreds of pedestrians for the right of way.  

 

�W�Œ���u�}�������v�����W�µ�i���U���š�Á�}���À�}�o�µ�v�š�����Œ�•���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���������Ç���>�}�š�µ�•���K�µ�š�Œ�������Z���/�v���]���[�•���Z�]�P�Z�š���š�}�������µ�����š�]�}�v���d���•�l���&�}�Œ�������~�Z���d�&�•���]�v���î�ì�ì�ó�U���Á���o���}�u����
our follow-up visit with wide grins.  They lead us along a tiny path divided by an open drain with 4x4 meter rooms housing some 
200 families and 800 children.  Three hundred of the local children are still not enrolled in school, as their families prefer them 
to work instead. Our young RETF volunteers, who are students or working themselves, grew up in this slum and want to see all 
these children in school.  These volunteers gather local children in a single room to tell them about the value of education and 
prepare them for enrollment.  After these sessions, many of the children go home and tell their parents they HAVE to go to 
school.  Adorable and soft-spoken Sona Afsin, a 9 year-�}�o�����]�v�����o���•�•���ð���‰�Œ�]�u���Œ�Ç�U���š���o�o�•���µ�•���^�����µ�����š�]�}�v�������v���u���l���������(���u�]�o�Ç���‰�}�Á���Œ�(�µ�o, 
�������}�u�����(���u�}�µ�•�����v�����]�u�‰�}�Œ�š���v�š�J�_���Á�Z�]�o���������u�}�š�Z���Œ���}�(���(�]�À�����•���Ç�•�U���^�]�š���Á���•���š�Z�������Z�]�o���Œ���v���Á�Z�}�������u���v���������Á�����•���v�����š�Z���u�����š���(�]�Œ�•�š�U�����µ�š��
now we feel pride and see a bright future �(�}�Œ���š�Z���u�X�_�����d�Z�����À�}�o�µ�v�š�����Œ�•�����o�•�}���l�����‰�����v�����Ç�����}�v���š�Z�����v�����Œ���Ç���•���Z�}�}�o�•�U���u���l�]�v�P���•�µ�Œ�����Á���š���Œ��
and toilets are available, a midday meal is provided and the teachers show up for class. There are 34 children in the class and 18 
were enrolled in formal school last year. 
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Lotus Outreach Monthly  

Message from  
Khyentse Norbu  
Chairman of the 
Board 
I would like to 
offer my greetings 
for both the 
Eastern and the 
Western New 
Year. I would also 
like to express my 
appreciation for  

the very generous support that so 
many people have given to this 
project, and especially I would like 
to thank all the people who have 
been working so hard to make all 
the work Lotus Outreach is 
accomplishing happen. Everyone is 
looking for happiness, and in this 
modern age, everyone is looking for 
instant happiness. While many of us 
have the luxury of considering the 
speed with which happiness comes 
to us, others are barely able to 
survive. What better way make 
ourselves instantly happy than by 
giving in the knowledge that what 
we offer will without doubt save 
someone's life. 
 

As we leave, our hearts are warmed by our meeting with a dozen bright and well behaved children and the dedicated 
volunteers working to change the face of India.  As a part of �>�}�š�µ�•���K�µ�š�Œ�������Z�[�•���}�v�P�}�]�v�P���Z�]�P�Z�š���š�}�������µ�����š�]�}�v���Á�}�Œ�l, these volunteers 
work to ensure the children of poor families from otherwise neglected communities attend school full-time.  They work to help 
children and their families understand the value of education and its role in eliminating poverty, and to help inspire these 
children �š�}���Á���o�l���š���o�o�U�������������^���]�P���‰���Œ�•�}�v�U�_�����v�����o�}�}�l���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o�����]�v���š�Z�������Ç���X 


