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Lotus Outreach 
Partners with 
Buddhist Global 
Relief to Feed Hungry 
Families in Cambodia 

We are thrilled to share that Buddhist Global Relief has awarded 
Lotus Outreach a grant of $10,350 to provide critical monthly 
rice support to the families of giǊƭǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ DƛǊƭǎΩ !ŎŎŜǎǎ 
to Education (GATE) scholarship program in Cambodia. 
 

The provision of rice support not only ensures the girls will go to 
class with nourished minds and bodies, but greatly reduces both 
the real and opportunity costs for families that send their 
daughters to school. For families living below the sustenance 
level, sending children to school is a luxury they simply canΩǘ 
afford. Impoverished families are not only unable to afford the 
indirect costs of education, such as uniforms, fees and 
transportation, but require their daughters to work to help meet 
basic needs. The most unfortunate of these working children will 
find themselves trafficked into organized begging rings, bonded 
labor or Southeast AsiaΩǎ notorious commercial sex trade.  
 

Recognizing this heartbreaking reality, Lotus Outreach provides 
25-40 kilograms of rice each month during the school year to 
the families of 50 girls who rank among the poorest 10% of 
scholarship recipients. In addition, scholarship recipients who 
are on the verge of dropping out of school because of extreme 
poverty will be offered rice support as an incentive for staying 
enrolled. In 2008, five girls forced to drop out of school in Banteay  
Meanchey reenrolled after receiving a monthly rice incentive. 

Buddhist Global Relief was founded by students and friends of 
Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi to provide relief to the poor and needy 
throughout the world regardless of nationality, ethnicity, gender 
ƻǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦ .ŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǳŘŘƘŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
άƘǳƴƎŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣέ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ Dƭƻōŀƭ wŜƭƛŜŦ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ 
providing food aid to those afflicted by hunger and lack of food 
security. Its long-range goal, however, is to combat all the 
manifestations of poverty that detract from the inherent dignity 
of human life. 
 

Please join us in thanking the staff, board and supporters of 
Buddhist Global Relief for their dedication to improving the lives 
of impoverished and exploited girls in Cambodia.  With their 
help, we will provide 15,300 kilograms of riceτover 75,000 
mealsτto 50 impoverished families in the coming school year! 
 

 
 

 

As a socially conscious company, 
EILEEN FISHER is dedicated to 
supporting women and girls 
through social initiatives that 
address their well being, to 
guiding their product and 
process towards sustaining the  
environment, and to practicing business responsibly with absolute 
regard for human rights.  EILEEN FISHER believes that a positive self-
ƛƳŀƎŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
meaningful life.  By understanding how to care for our bodies and 
ourselves, we create a better life, a happier future, and a healthier 
self-image.  Recognizing the connection, EILEEN FISHER continues to 
provide collaborative grants to non-profit  organizations  

working to elevate the self-image of women and girls through education and the promotion of self-care.  
 

We are excited to announce that EILEEN FISHER will award Lotus Outreach a $10,000 grant this year to expand our Non-Formal 
Education (NFE) program for urban sex workers in Cambodia!  NFE provides vocational and life skills training to urban sex workers 
and their children in order to help them escape the often lethal pitfalls of the commercial sex industry.  Our NFE program covers 
basic literacy and mathematics, husbandry, handicrafts, cooking, sewing and starting a small business to give these women and girls 
the skills needed to find opportunities outside of the sex trade.  The program additionally provides holistic life skills education in 
areas such as human rights, teamwork and conflict resolution, basic nutrition, reproductive health, personal finance and 
preventative healthcare, ensuring graduates are equipped to raise healthy and happy families. 

 

²ƛǘƘ 9L[99b CL{I9wΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ year to 100!  Please join us in thanking 
EILEEN FISHER for entrusting Lotus Outreach to carry out their commendable mission in Cambodia. 

 

Lotus Outreach to Partner with EILEEN FISHER to Empower Urban Sex Workers 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Lotus Outreach  
Provides Scholarships  
to 54 Children in Pursat! 
With our recent partnership with the 
Cambodian Organization for Children and 
Development (COCD), Lotus Outreach has 
expanded our education initiatives to the 
rural district of Phnom Kravanh, nestled in 
{ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀΩǎ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ /ŀǊŘŀƳƻƳ 
Mountain Range.  As a part of this new social 
development program, 54 impoverished 
children were recently provided with school 
supplies, uniforms, bicycles, school fees, and 
monthly stipends to ensure they can 
continue their studies in public school.  The 
scholarship package distribution ceremony, 
held on June 12th, revealed just how grateful 
these communities are for the opportunity to 
send their children to school.  As one 
mother, who is struggling to bear the brunt 
ƻŦ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǎŀƛŘ άI 
still doubt if it is not just a dream. This is 
reallȅ ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΗ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
thank the program enough for giving a 
ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦέ !ƴ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ Ƴŀƴ 
ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƎƛǊƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ άǎƘŜ ƛǎ 
my granddaughter! I will encourage her to 
study as high as possible with the support 
from Lotus Outreach. I am very happy and I 
ƘƻǇŜ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƧƻōΗέ  The children 
themselves, though brimming with 
excitement, seemed slightly stunned by the 
event.  As Raksmey Varτour LOCAM Project 
ManagerτƴƻǘŜǎΣ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ be because 
they still ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭǳŎƪ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
hard life they have had to struggle through 
ǎƻ ŦŀǊΧǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
feelings at that particular moment, but of 
course everyone could see from their sweet 
smiles that they were energized and thankfulΦέ 
 

Our Team 
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Erika Keaveney 
Executive Director 

Patrick Gauthier 
President 

Enhancing Life Prospects for Children in Tamil Nadu 
By Glenn Fawcett, Executive Director of Field Operations 
 

We recently traveled through 
the wastelands of rural Tamil 
Nadu to visit the Lotus 
Outreach-supported Buddha 
Smiles Education Centers, 
which provide after school 
tutoring and social justice 
education to children of 
illiterate, lower-caste 
migrants who labor in the 
dangerous rock quarries of 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴƳƻǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 

 

 
Sweat poured down our faces as we sat stooped forward on a bench seat in the back of a 
prehistoric Jeep heading toward the quarry mines of Tamil Nadu, some 4-5 hours from the 
state capital of Chennai.  Braced forward, we were able to anticipate deep pits in the road 
which led us to repeatedly reflect on how our journey felt more like a ship teetering on 
turbulent waters.  Before even reaching the project area, we were greeted by lively cheers 
and a colorful jumble of flailing hands and legs.  As we exited the vehicle, the cacophony 
faded as local children took ǘǳǊƴǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΥ άƘƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚέ  
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΚέ  άL ŀƳ ŦƛƴŜΦέ άaȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ {ŀƴǘƻǎƘΗέ 
 

After the greetings settled down, we started our meeting with a Buddha Smiles teacher to 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΦ  aǊǎΦ YǳƳŀǊΣ ŀ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜǿƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ 
has made her own house available for the classes, tells us ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
dropout rates declined, but their grades have improved greatly since joining the education 
centers.  In addition to providing non-formal and after school education, the Buddha Smiles 
program teaches these children about social justice and shares stories of great leaders from 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ς particularly those who hail from humble beginnings such as their own ς to 
encourage them to work toward overcoming the poverty and discrimination so widespread 
in their communities.  The program also facilitates play and socialization through activities 
and games ς a fundamental element of childhood which is otherwise missing from the 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ lives, as they are forced to engage in menial and back-breaking labor from a 
very young age.  The program additionally works to improve understanding of the value of 
education amongst the parents of the students.  Once these parents are shown that 
education offers the most promising method for breaking the devastating cycle of poverty, 
they begin to show an active interest ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
 

Another very pleasing development is the increase in secondary school survival rates as well 
as the growing ambitions of the local children. A number of our students proudly displayed 
their year 10 pass certificates and shared their ambitions to study at the university level.  A 
young boy spoke of his desire to become an aeronautical engineer and another girl said she 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ƘŜǊ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻmics.  Such aspirations 
may sound commonplace but for the fact that most community members are completely 
illiterate, with at least 50% dropping out of school before the 6th grade! 
 

Equally inspiring are the Buddha Smiles teachers, who have managed to rise to extraordinary 
heights given their socio-economic backgrounds.  One of the young Buddha Smile teachers 
has an MA in Mathematics and was deeply inspired by her father, who left home at ten years 
of age to break rock in neighboring Andhra Pradesh and who has for some years provided 
newspapers and a small library at his home for community use.  Another teacher at the 
wŀƴƎƻǇǳǊŀƳ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΣ άSince 
childhood I have wanted to be a teacher.  These children are interested in learning and have 
been coming to me for ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ΨōƛƎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ hǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŘŘǎ ŦƻǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
we all want these ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΗέ 


